Problem-based learning (PBL) workshop
In integrative higher education

Vi FFB ﬁg%f?’%‘f? %q,- ;’_f_l-_.
FE&ag TR

Fw~4% PBLa iy
November 5 and 6, 2009

Workshop facilitator:
Professor Chiu-Yin Kwan

WAL Foat

KEFRTTHEEY
X e !
¢ B ? 21 F
Director, Center for Faculty Development
Director, Center for International Affairs
China Medical; University, Taichung, TAIWAN
and
Professor Emeritus, Department of Medicine

Faculty of Health Sciences, McMaster University
Hamilton, Ontario, CANADA

Problem-based learning (PBL) is a pedagogic philosophy encompassing many educational theories in
higher education and was first developed at McMaster University in 1965 as an innovative education for the
training of medical professionals and was latter sprouting into other forms, such as project-based learning,
outcome-bhased learning, scenario-based learning and alike. The essence of this learning is
student-centered, problem-oriented and self-directed. Its aim is to construct the ability and establish the
attitude in coping with the changing environment of the learner along the learning process. The ultimate aim
of PBL is to achieve life-long learning.
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Workshop Day 1.:

Problem-based learning: review and demonstration
Nov. 5, 2009 (Thursday)

A

09:00-09:30 Registration

09:30 - 09:45 Opening introduction and welcoming remarks

09:45 - 11:15 Lecture (1) Higher Education in Taiwan and PBL, A scenario-based,
student-centered and self-directed learning

11:15-11:30 Tea and coffee

11:30 - 12:30 Lecture (2): The “PBL trigger”: the platform for self-directed
learning

12:30-13:00 General discussion, Q and A

13:00 — 1400 Lunch

14:00 - 15:00 PBL Demonstration: The 1st tutorial:  Actual demonstration of PBL
tutorial with students: warm-up, understanding the trigger, discussing,
and hypothesizing.

15:00 - 15:30 Tea and coffee

15:30 - 16:30 Feedback and General discussions

We, as university teachers, may know very well the problems we routinely encounter in the class room during
our teaching, but we have seldom developed an effective way in dealing with these problems, which perpetuate
themselves with time and became hard to manage. In this workshop, you will learn about the difference
between the traditional higher education (e.g., in our present university system) and the innovative educational
philosophy. PBL. In this workshop, actual students of your university or the participating teachers will serve as
students to conduct a close-to-real PBL tutorial with David Kwan as the tutor. Some participating teachers will
observe the tutorial process. The feedback at the end is a very important and useful exercise.

If the students had no prior knowledge on PBL, they should be encouraged to attend the lectures.



Workshop Day 2:

Practice on writing PBL cases: do it in PBL way

Nov. 6, 2009 (Friday)
e

PBL Case writing workshop: Half a day activity starting from 09:30 am — 01:00 pm

09:00-09:30 Registration

09:30-10:30 All participants divided into 3-4 groups to have hands-on experiences in the
writing of PBL cases.

10:30 - 11:00  Coffee break

11:00 - 12:00  Reports from groups (10-15 min per group)

12:00-13:00 General discussions

Writing PBL problems are extremely important for the success of the PBL curriculum, because these problems
form the major platform for learning medicine in a personable living environment. Depending on the nature of
the curriculum and the role of PBL in it, the problems may serve as a driving force for student learning.  If the
problems are not properly designed or written, it may not have the advantages of PBL which is supposed to
offer. Problem-writing represents a properly balanced presentation of the scope of professional competency, not
just knowledge domain as in the traditional textbook or professors’ lecture notes.  The writing of PBL problem
should conform to the spirit of PBL philosophy in order to make the learning more meaningful.  The skill of
writing the PBL problem lies in its planning to suit the design of the curriculum with balanced multiplicity in
health care education.



